The genus Adenophora Fisch. (Campanulaceae) is apparently recently derived from the genus Campanula L. and is still strongly differentiated . Variability in morphological characters such as leaf shape is a prominent feature of Adenophora, and this wide range of variation in leaf shape in this genus has been discussed several times Qiu & Hong, 1993; Ge & Hong, 1995) . However, previous authors described this variability as a large number of specific and infraspecific taxa, based on a single or occasionally few specimens and a single morphological character. Forty-eight specific and infraspecific taxa have been previously synonymized by , but many new names have arisen thereafter. In a forthcoming volume of Flora of China (Vol. 19), 38 species will be recognized; many specific and varietal names published after 1983 will be reduced to synonymy. In this paper, four new combinations are made and five lectotypes are designated. Subspecies paniculata differs from other subspecies of Adenophora capillaris only in having the calyx lobes generally shorter and entire, the capsule usually ovoid or ovoid-oblong, and the inflorescence branches shorter and more robust. However, a variety of gradations can be found, and there is no distinct demarcation between the subspecies.
Adenophora capillaris subsp. paniculata is known to be distributed in Hebei (northward to Longguan, Wuling Shan), Henan (Lingbao, Linxian, Lushi, Luanchuan, Songxian, Yiyang), Nei Mongol (Daqing Shan, Tumd Qi, Xinghe), Shaanxi (Qinling Range), and Shanxi Subspecies huadungensis had been previously considered parapatric with the subspecies hunanensis . Now the latter merges into Adenophora petiolata as a subspecies, and thus the three parapatric subspecies form a polytypical species distinguished by the petiolate leaves, the relatively wide and entire calyx lobes, and a campanulate corolla equal to the style in length. The specimens from the Qinling Range and those from western Hunan are quite different from each other. However, if one examines specimens across a broad geographic area (i.e., from Gansu, Shaanxi, Shanxi in the north to Guangdong in the south via Henan and Hubei), the morphological gradation and differences correlate with geography. All of these collections share petiolate leaves, relatively wide calyx lobes, and the style nearly equal to the corolla in length , which are characters that characterize Adenophora petiolata subsp. hunanensis. There are two syntypes collected by T. Uchiyama, both at TI, and the one cited first is chosen as the lectotype.
Adenophora polyantha
4a. Adenophora polyantha subsp. polyantha. differ just slightly from the most common form of Adenophora stricta subsp. stricta. Their distributions are sympatric with the typical subspecies, sharing similar habitats in China. Varieties nanjingensis and qinglongshanica both synonymize to the autonymic subspecies for A. stricta.
Both varieties described by

